THE  GERMAN  FLEET         297
V
Although very anxious about the improvement of Anglo-German relations, Prince Biilow preserved Germany's dignity completely in 1908-9. On the other hand the negotiations adopted by us in 1912 called forth a domineering attitude towards us, which they abandoned, however, quite correctly when they noticed that it was not our intention to accept subjection. The improvement which was so perceptible in Anglo-German relations after this turn of events in 1912 induced even Bethmann and Kiihlmann to declare frankly during the pre-war period that my standpoint had been correct. Statements to this effect by both statesmen were reported to me. On April 23rd, 1914, the Chancellor had a conversation with the Ambassador von Wangenheim, in the early morning before he left Corfu, the contents of which were given by the latter to a companion in a form which was handed on farther in an official report drawn up on the same day. According to this the Chancellor said: " There is no question that Tirpitz's policy in 1911-12 was the right one, and that we owe our present promising relationship to England to this naval policy alone. I myself was unable to estimate it as such at the time, but I now acknowledge Tirpitz's standpoint." Even in July, 1914, Bethmann showed by his attitude that he saw in me an instrument of peace. Then when the misfortune of July, 1914, arose from reasons which were very remote from the German fleet, Bethmann-Hollweg, to